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Buckle up. That phrase might be just what we need as enter a journey 

through the Book of Acts. Buckle up because in the Book of Acts we will 

see God pour out the Holy Spirit on the Day of Pentecost. Tongues of fire 

will descend on the disciples, filling them with the ability to speak and to 

listen to strange tongues. A lame man will walk. Peter, who failed so 

miserably when he promised to defend Jesus, becomes filled with courage 

and conviction. The Book of Acts begins with 120 believers. When the 

sun sets on that first Pentecost the number has grown to 3,000. Things that 

are amazing in their own right happen throughout the Book of Acts. A 

man says forget this tithe thing, this 10 percent, and he sells a piece of 

land and gives all the proceeds, 100 percent to the work of the Lord. I 

mean, truly amazing things happen. The church has a conflict, and they 

not only resolve the conflict, they grow from that difficult experience.  

 

I’m telling you, truly amazing things happen in the Book of Acts. 

Magicians and fertility gods take a back seat as the power of Christ 

transforms lives. Racial and ethnic and economic and geographic 

boundaries and barriers are bridged and crossed and merged so that a 

foundational statement of the early church proclaimed, “Here there is no 

Gentile or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave 

or free, but Christ is all, and is in all.” (Colossians 3:11) When we read 

the Book of Acts we better buckle up, because God is taking us on 

amazing adventure. 

 

Buckle up is a phrase that fits well with an adventure called the Book 

of Acts. There will be a surplus of action that takes place. And yet buckle 

up is not the only instruction. Surprisingly, especially for an adventure 

titled Acts, the first instruction Jesus gives his disciples is to wait. “Do not 

leave Jerusalem, but wait…” Before the Book of Acts burst forth with 

action, there is a command, an instruction, a call to wait.  
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Jesus tells his disciples to wait. Jesus tells his disciples to wait for the 

gift the Father has promised. It is the gift Jesus has talked about. It is the 

gift of the Holy Spirit. “For John baptized with water, but in a few days 

you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” The disciples are to wait. The 

disciples are to wait for the Holy Spirit. When the Holy Spirit comes, 

when the Holy Spirit comes and fills them and guides them and empowers 

them, then they are to go into the world as witnesses to the good news of 

Jesus. 

 

Within the context of the first chapter of Acts, the waiting is pretty 

clearly defined. For forty days the disciples have been with the resurrected 

Jesus. Pentecost would be the 50th day. They waited ten days and the Holy 

Spirit came. The Holy Spirit came, and the disciples were done waiting.  

Now it was time for action. But in another sense, those first disciples 

learned they were never done waiting. Right after Pentecost we find the 

followers of Jesus Christ waiting. They waited on God through prayer. 

They waited on God through studying God’s word, listening to God’s 

word. They waited on God through practicing Sabbath rest. They 

understood that unless the Lord builds the house, those who build it labor 

in vain. Sabbath rest reminds us God is in control. We cannot force the 

agenda. We do not create…Sabbath rest reminds us God is the creator. 

We do not have to liberate…Sabbath rest reminds us God is the great 

liberator, the deliverer, God is the one who sets people free. And when 

the people of God wait upon God, God has an amazing ability to act in 

our lives and in our world. 

 

When Jesus tells his disciples to wait it is not as if everything is okay 

in the world so don’t worry and don’t hurry, relax, kick back, and take 

your time. You never get that impression from the Bible. The Bible 

portrays a world of need, a world where danger lurks, a world where lives 

are in the balance, a world where kingdoms are vying for power, a world 

where forces of darkness descend and block out the light, a world where 

sin separates people from God and sin separates people from one another. 

The Bible portrays a world that is in desperate need of salvation. In fact, 

the need is so great that the first instruction has to be “wait.” The problems 

that face the world, the struggles of this world, the battles that rage in this 

world, the depth of sorrow, the brokenness, the anguish, the search for 

meaning, the longing for love is so real and so consuming that we have to 
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wait. We have to wait because we do not have the power, we do not have 

the abilities, we do not have the strength, and we do not have the answers 

within ourselves to solve the world’s problems. Wait… 

 

We live in a time that can feel overwhelming. The challenges are great, 

indeed huge. It is not unusual to feel helpless in the face of such daunting 

circumstances.  During the time we spend with the Book of Acts, I pray 

that we will join together to wait, to realize our own power, our own 

strength, our own abilities will not change the world. I pray that we 

dedicate ourselves to waiting upon God, the God who does immeasurably 

more than we ask or imagine. God can work in big ways, which we will 

see time and time again the Book of Acts. I pray that as we wait, we will 

find that God is concerned with changing the landscape of this whole 

world, that God is concerned with the struggles and challenges that define 

our particular time. And I pray that as we wait, we will find that God is 

concerned with changing the landscape of the human heart. Remember, 

the author of Acts is the same one who authored the Gospel of Luke, 

where Jesus said he was concerned for every lost sheep, every lost coin, 

and every lost child. 

 

As we wait for God to act regarding the major issues we face today, I 

find inspiration from the story of a man of faith who waited on God to 

address the great issue of his time, the great wrong of slavery. This man 

of faith lived during a time when slavery seemed so entrenched in our way 

of life in these United States that many despaired of it ever being 

abolished. But this man named John Woolman, who practiced the Quaker 

faith, believed God had a better plan for our nation than to practice 

slavery. And John Woolman, a man of faith, waited upon the Lord.  Many 

of his fellow Quakers were slaveholders during that time, and John 

Woolman spent 30 years of his adult life “journeying up and down the 

East coast by foot or horseback visiting slaveholders…The approach was 

not to censure the slaveholders in a way that drew their animosity. Rather 

the burden of his approach was to raise questions: What does the owning 

of slaves do to you as a moral person? What kind of an institution are you 

binding over to your children? Man by man, inch by inch, by persistently 

returning and revisiting and pressing his gentle arguments over a period 

of thirty years, the scourge of slavery was eliminated from (the Society of 
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Friends).”1 The scourge of slavery was eliminated from the Quakers in the 

1770’s, almost 90 years before the start of the Civil War.  

 

When we feel overwhelmed by the continuing struggle with racism, 

when economic challenges leave many barely surviving, if they survive 

at all, when the wars we are engaged in linger and continue to take lives, 

and when issues of immigration and borders and refugees leave us longing 

for answers to this complex crisis, the Book of Acts, a book of action, 

calls us to wait. Wait! Praying in hope and in confidence that God will fill 

us with his Spirit, wait! Wait! Praying for God to give us vision and 

purpose and a passion to reach this world with the message of salvation 

that is found in Jesus Christ, wait! Wait, knowing the salvation of Jesus 

Christ is a salvation rooted in God’s justice and God’s righteousness. John 

Woolman waited, and the Holy Spirit filled him with power. 

 

To wait upon the Lord, to wait for the Holy Spirit to fill and to guide 

our lives and to empower us as witnesses of our faith, that kind of waiting 

leads us to struggle with the great issues of our day. To wait upon the Lord 

also leads us into the normal, everyday world around us believing that the 

God who is concerned with the great things of this world is equally 

concerned with the small things of this world. 

 

Several years ago, as we were going to bed Julie handed me something 

she had read online. It was from a woman who was making a practice of 

waiting upon the Lord, asking the Lord to fill her with the Spirit and to 

guide her steps each and every day. One morning, after spending time in 

prayer waiting upon the Lord, the woman’s schedule took her to the 

airport for a flight.  As she was waiting a man came up in a wheelchair, 

humped over, with stringy gray hair that hung well over his shoulders and 

down part of his back.  The woman began her morning waiting on the 

Lord. She began her morning asking God to direct her steps. Now she 

sensed God wanted her to do something for that man.  She was afraid God 

was going to ask her to go up and witness to that man right in the middle 

of the airport.  Instead, God told her to go and brush his hair.  It is funny 

to read her story as she wrestled with God, trying as hard as she could to 

get out of brushing the man’s hair.  But God insisted, so she finally went 

                                                        
1 Robert K. Greenleaf, Servant Leadership, 29, 30. 
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up to the man and said quietly, “Sir, can I have the pleasure of brushing 

your hair?”  But the man couldn’t hear her, so she repeated herself.  He 

still couldn’t hear, and so he responded, “Little lady, if you expect me to 

hear you; you’re going to have to talk louder than that.”  Well, at this point 

she figures she’s in this far, so she blurts out, “SIR, MAY I HAVE THE 

PRIVILEGE OF BRUSHING YOUR HAIR?”   

 

Surprisingly, the man welcomed her offer. She began her morning 

waiting on the Lord, asking God to guide her steps, and when she offered 

to brush this man’s hair, he accepted her offer. So, she began to brush his 

hair, and as she did, she completely lost herself in this strange act of 

humility.  “Everybody else in the room disappeared.  There was no one 

alive for those moments except that old man and me.”  When she was 

done, she asked the man if he knew Jesus. He responded that yes indeed, 

he did know Jesus. His problem was that he had been separated from his 

wife for many months due to illness, and he was finally on his way to see 

her.  But his physical condition prevented him from brushing his hair, and 

he desperately wanted to look presentable when he saw his beloved.  What 

he needed was someone to brush his hair. 

 

Julie handed me this story she found online. When I finished, I looked 

at her and she told me she had read that story the day before and it stuck 

with her.  When she woke up this particular morning, when she was 

waiting upon the Lord, when she was waiting upon the Lord in a time of 

prayer and bible study, she finished with her usual prayer, “Lord, use me.”  

But she said this particular morning she prayed, “Use me in a specific 

way, a way as clear as brushing a man’s hair.” 

 

On her way to work she stopped at the grocery store, and since she was 

on a health kick at the time, she bought whole grain bread and natural 

peanut butter. Natural peanut butter is the kind that is oily and looks pretty 

ugly.  At work, she put some of the bread in the toaster and was getting 

ready to make peanut butter toast.  A fellow walked in the workroom that 

she knew by name, but she really didn’t know anything about him. At the 

time, Julie was working at AIDS Foundation Houston. Many, if not most 

of her co-workers were dealing with AIDS or else were HIV positive.  

Because of that, the people Julie worked with were very familiar with 
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pain, suffering, loss, and even being excluded, judged, and treated as an 

outcast.  

 

That morning, when this guy she worked with walked into the room, 

Julie heard God tell her, “Make him some peanut butter toast.”  She didn’t 

hesitate.  “Can I make you some peanut butter toast?”  The man looked at 

the whole grain bread and the oily peanut butter, and she thought, “He’ll 

never say yes.”  Surprisingly, he smiled and said, “That would be great.”  

She dropped the bread in the toaster, and he stepped out of the room for a 

minute.  When he came back in, the bread popped up, and Julie said, “Can 

I spread the peanut butter for you?”  He said, “That’s ok, I’ll do that.”  She 

insisted, and said, “I’ll do it.  I’m a good mom.” At those words, the man 

broke down and burst into tears.  Through his sobs he said, “You don’t 

know how much I miss my mom.  I just needed someone to be a mom to 

me today.”  And for those few moments, Julie was his mom, as they 

hugged and cried together.   

 

Today we begin a journey through the Book of Act. In the Book of 

Acts the life of Paul serves to demonstrate both aspects of God’s actions. 

The Holy Spirit guides and directs Paul’s life and mission in ways that 

literally change the world. And yet it all begins with the change in one 

man’s heart, a conversion story that gives hope to all of us.  This very Paul 

wrote to the church in Ephesus, “I pray that you, being rooted and 

established in love, may have power, together with all the saints, to grasp 

how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know 

this love that surpasses knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure 

of the fullness of God.”  After praying that we might know the full scope 

of God’s love, the prayer ends with a blessing: “Now to him who is able 

to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his 

power that is at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ 

Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen.” (Ephesians 3: 

17-21) God will act in our world. Of this we can be sure. But our journey 

begins with waiting. We cannot do it on our own. Wait for the Holy Spirit 

to fill and lead and guide and empower us. Wait…wait…wait for God, for 

truly our God is able to do immeasurably more than we can ask or 

imagine. 


