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Early in the first book of the New Testament, the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus 

called a fisherman named Simon, who was also known as Peter, and said, “Come, 

follow me, and I will make you a fisher of men.” Peter followed Jesus. Jesus did 

all the amazing miracles he did. Jesus did all the powerful teaching he did. Jesus 

gave his life on the cross. Jesus rose from the dead. Jesus ascended into heaven. 

Then Jesus sent the Holy Spirit to fill the disciples, to fill them so they could be his 

witnesses. Now after everything Jesus did, the disciple who is standing up and 

preaching in the Book of Acts is that very same Peter who was called to be a fisher 

of men.  

 

And I mean to tell you the fishing is good. Peter preached a sermon on the Day 

of Pentecost and three thousand people jumped into the net and became followers 

of Jesus. Here in Acts 3 Peter is preaching again. This time he is preaching because 

a crippled beggar has been healed, and as that crippled beggar went laughing and 

leaping and praising the Lord, a huge crowd came to hear an explanation for this 

dramatic miracle. After this sermon the number of believers grew to about five 

thousand. Jesus called for disciples to follow him and become fishers of men. Jesus 

called for disciples to be witnesses. Here in Acts Peter is the one casting a net and 

bringing in a great haul. Here in Acts Peter is standing up to witness, and as he 

witnesses to Christ people respond with faith. The response truly is impressive, 

first three thousand and soon five thousand. 

 

By all accounts Peter is a unique disciple. The four gospels, Matthew, Mark, 

Luke, and John, all portray Peter as a unique disciple. Not to make too fine a point, 

but sometimes the portrayal of Peter is uniquely unique in the gospels. For instance, 

in the Gospel of Matthew, which was our first reading this morning Jesus was 

walking beside the Sea of Galilee. Jesus saw two brothers Simon called Peter and 

Andrew. They were casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen. Jesus said, 

“Come, follow me and I will make you fishers of men.” At once they left their nets 

and followed him.  
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The Gospel of Luke also tells about the calling of Peter. But the account in Luke 

of the calling of Peter is unique. Luke tells of Jesus standing by the Sea of Galilee 

as a crowd gathers around him. He got into a boat, the one belonging to Simon 

(Peter), and asked Simon to put out a little from shore. When Jesus was done 

preaching, he told Simon to put out in the deep water…for there was about to be a 

catch of fish. Simon looked at Jesus and quite a few thoughts must have crossed 

his mind. Jesus knew about preaching and teaching and healing. But Simon knew 

about fishing. And when Jesus told Simon to put out in the deep and let down his 

nets, Jesus had gone from preaching to meddling. The preacher was telling the 

fisherman how to fish. Simon answered, “Master, we have worked hard all night 

and have not caught anything.” And then Simon says something else. What Simon 

says is powerful. The words Simon says are unique, only found in the Gospel of 

Luke, only found on the lips of Simon Peter. “But because you say so, I will let 

down the nets.” By the time Luke’s unique story about Simon Peter is done the nets 

are filled to breaking and Simon Peter has fallen on his knees at the feet of Jesus, 

saying, “Go away from me, Lord; I am a sinful man.” Jesus does not go away from 

Simon. Jesus calls Simon. “Don’t be afraid; from now you will catch men.” 

 

By all accounts Simon Peter is a unique disciple, uniquely unique as he is 

portrayed in the four gospels. Not only has Simon Peter left his nets to follow Jesus, 

as we are told in the gospels of Matthew and Mark, Luke tells us Simon Peter has 

left behind nets that are full. He had his best fishing day ever, and yet when Jesus 

called, he left it all behind. Simon Peter is indeed a uniquely unique disciple. When 

Jesus walks on the water in Matthew 14 and all the disciples are terrified, Peter 

heard Jesus say, “Take courage, it is I. Don’t be afraid.” Peter heard those words 

and Peter said, “Lord, if it is you, tell me to come to you on the water.” When Jesus 

said, “Come,” Peter got down out of the boat and came toward Jesus. That is who 

Simon Peter is. Unique. Bold. Willing to step out of the boat. 

 

Being uniquely unique does not mean there are not moments when the gospel 

writers portray Simon Peter in the same light. Matthew 16, Mark 8, and Luke 9 all 

give a common account that concerns a question Jesus asks his disciples. The 

disciples have been with Jesus now for quite a while. They have seen his miracles. 

They have heard his preaching. They have witnessed his kindness and compassion. 

Matthew, Mark, and Luke all tell of the day Jesus asked his disciples, “Who do the 

people say the Son of Man is?” Responses come from the disciples such as, “Some 

say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or one of the 

prophets.” That day the main concern of Jesus was not what others said about him. 
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That day he wanted to know what the disciples were saying about him. After 

hearing what other people were saying about him, he asked his disciples, those 

closest to him, those who had seen his life up close and personal, Jesus asked his 

disciples, “But what about you? Who do you say I am?” It is Peter who speaks that 

day. It is Peter who gives the answer that is unique. No one else gave that answer 

on that day. Peter said, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” Matthew, 

Mark, and Luke all capture that unique moment when Peter confessed that Jesus 

was the Christ. 

 

Of course, there is another unique moment when Peter spoke words that were 

brave and bold. These words are captured in all four gospels. On the night of his 

arrest, when Jesus had gathered with his disciples for the Passover Meal, a meal 

we now celebrate as the Lord’s Supper, on that night Jesus told the hard news to 

his disciples that one of them would betray him. Peter heard these words and his 

heart was stirred with passion and with conviction. Peter, Peter alone, Peter 

uniquely said, “Even if all fall away on account of you, I never will.” (Matthew 

26:33). Peter said, “Even if all fall away, I will not…Even if I have to die with you, 

I will never disown you.” (Mark 14:29-31) Peter said, “Lord, I am ready to go with 

you to prison and death.” (Luke 22:33) Peter said, “Lord, why can’t I follow you 

now? I will lay down my life for you.” (John 13:37) 

 

With the kind of unique faith that would leave nets on the shore to follow Jesus, 

that would leave nets bursting with an amazing catch of fish on the shore to follow 

Jesus, the kind of faith that steps out of the boat and walks on the water, the faith 

that confesses Jesus as the Christ, and the kind of faith that says even if everyone 

else deserts you, I never will, with that kind of unique faith it should not surprise 

us that it is Peter who stands up to preach in the Book of Acts. It should not surprise 

us that Peter is in the pulpit when 3,000 and then 5,000 are caught in the nets of 

salvation. It should not surprise us because Peter is indeed a unique disciple. 

 

When we focus on the uniqueness of one particular disciple, it presents a very 

real danger. Because Simon Peter is such a unique disciple, it is tempting to look 

at him and say, “I could never do that. That was Simon Peter. Simon Peter was 

unique.” 

 

• I could never leave my nets behind, especially if they were filled to 

overflowing. 

• I could never step out of the boat when the storms are raging. 
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• I could never step up and make the confession so bold as Simon Peter. 

• I could never stand up on the night when Jesus promised he would face 

trouble and say even if everyone else falls away, I never will. 

 

 

There is another problem when we focus on the uniqueness of Simon Peter. It 

turns out Simon Peter not only soars with the eagles, he sinks like a stone, he 

stumbles, he waffles, he wavers, and he falls in a mighty heap. When Simon Peter 

gets out of the boat, he takes his eyes off Jesus and sinks. When Simon Peter calls 

Jesus the Messiah he then rebukes Jesus because Jesus brings up the cross. When 

Simon Peter says he will never leave Jesus he falls asleep three times in the Garden 

of Gethsemane. But that’s not the worst of it. The night of Jesus’ arrest, the night 

of his greatest need, the night of his greatest trial, Peter not only sleeps when he 

should be praying, Peter denies that he ever even knew Jesus. He denies Jesus three 

times. We leave Simon Peter that night of Jesus’ arrest as he weeps bitter tears, for 

he has failed in a painful and miserable way. 

 

 

So not only does the uniqueness of Jesus tempt us to look at what he did that 

was positive and say, “I could never do that…”. We might also look at Peter in his 

failures, in his weakness, in his struggles, and in his disappointments and say, “I 

would never do that…” 

 

 

I wonder if there is a way to celebrate the uniqueness of Simon Peter, while at 

the same time exploring how Simon Peter might be universal, an example of a 

disciple who invites all of us to share in his unique journey. What I mean is… 

 

• We might not all be fishermen holding a net, but when we hear the call of 

Jesus, we all hold certain things that are dear, and we have to weigh the cost 

of leaving those things behind. 

• We might not all be out on a boat in a storm, but when Jesus calls us to have 

courage, we all have to figure out whether we are willing to step out in faith. 

• We might not all be gathered around Jesus as he asks, “Who do you say I 

am?”, but in each of our lives there comes a moment when we have to decide 

exactly who Jesus is…is he the One? Will I put my trust in him only? Will I 

give my heart to him alone? 
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As we explore the things about Simon Peter that are universal, his failures open 

a door for honest and heartfelt reflection. Have we tried to hold on to our nets, to 

keep one hand on the things that are precious to us as we reach out the other to 

embrace Jesus? Have we been in the storm and taken our eyes off Jesus? Have we 

had times when we started to sink under the waves of doubt and despair? Have we 

heard Jesus tell us to take up our cross and follow him, to deny ourselves, to die to 

ourselves, and have we pulled back with fear and hesitation, afraid to heed his 

difficult call? Have we fallen asleep in the garden when our Lord said we needed 

to be awake, wide awake, praying and paying attention? And have we waffled and 

wavered when the world called us to account, when the world wanted to know if 

we belonged to Jesus? Have we, in our own ways, each in our own ways, our own 

unique ways, have we denied Jesus, our dear Lord who gave his life for us? 

 

I believe if we can explore the uniqueness of Simon Peter, if we can explore the 

uniqueness of Simon Peter in search of what is universal for all disciples of Jesus 

Christ, we can share and grow in the journey of faith with Simon Peter. If we can 

explore what is universal in his journey of faith, maybe we can each discover our 

own unique journey of faith. For all his ups and downs, Simon Peter is front and 

center in the Book of Acts. The one who denied ever having known Jesus is 

standing up, in front of some pretty hostile crowds, and he is telling everyone that 

Jesus is God’s anointed one. Simon Peter is telling anyone who will listen, 

“Salvation is found in no one else, no one other than Jesus, for there is no other 

name under heaven given to human beings by which we must be saved.” (Acts 

4:12) For all our ups and downs in our journey of faith, isn’t that the place we want 

to end up, being faithful witnesses for Jesus Christ, who gave his life for us?  

 

Explore the life of Simon Peter and you will see that the one who took his eyes 

off Jesus that day when he was out among the waves has now learned to keep a 

laser focus on Jesus. That one who rebuked Jesus for talking about suffering, would 

write his own letter, under his own name, I Peter, where he called on other disciples 

to endure suffering. There are fifteen references in I Peter to suffering. In the fourth 

chapter of that letter Peter writes, “Dear friends, do not be surprised at the painful 

trial you are suffering, as though something strange were happening to you. But 

rejoice that you participate in the suffering of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed 

when his glory is revealed.” (I Peter 4:12,13) Explore the life or Peter and you will 

find that the same disciple who asked, “How many times should I forgive my 

brother?” found out Jesus really meant it when he said, forgive seven times seventy. 

Peter denied Jesus three times, and in a touching and tender scene of redeeming 
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love Jesus gave Peter the chance to say “I love you” not once, not twice, but three 

times. I hope that experience of divine forgiveness is not unique to Peter. I hope 

that experience of divine forgiveness is one we universally share. On a day when 

the table before us portrays the beautiful reality that the Lord’s Supper is being 

celebrated by brothers and sisters, men and women, and boys and girls all over this 

world, I do believe that Peter’s experience of forgiveness is not unique. 

Forgiveness is universal. 

 

We are having a big gathering at this table today, symbolic of an even bigger 

gathering that is taking place all around our world today, in houses of worship on 

every continent and in languages from many tongues. It would be a shame if 

someone felt like they couldn’t come to this table because they had failed. Failure 

has a terrible way of making us feel unique, like we alone have dropped the ball, 

like we alone have disappointed God and others, like we alone bear a stigma or 

carry a mark of shame. That is a bad kind of unique. Peter reminds us we are not 

unique. We have all failed.  

 

On this day when we are invited to gather at the Lord’s Table, I am thinking of 

a joyous gathering that took place at a church in California where Julie and I served 

for many years. It was a church dedicated to training young men and women to be 

pastors. Many of the young people in that church heard the call of Jesus to go into 

ministry. Many went to seminary. Many were called to serve churches. Many were 

ordained. And so, some thirty years later, the church invited all those who had 

answered God’s call to ministry to come home for a reunion. Apparently, it was 

joyous time, a wonderful celebration. The man who had led that ministry for so 

many years was called upon at the end to say a closing prayer of blessing. He 

looked out at the many faces of those who had served, and he invited them all to 

come forward for a prayer. The aisles were filled as these ministers spilled out of 

their seats and came to the front. The pastor who led the ministry for so many years, 

his face was beaming. He looked at all these faithful servants. And then a troubled 

look came over his face. He noticed there was someone who had not come forward. 

He noticed there was someone who had stayed in his seat. This fellow had been a 

minister, and unfortunately, he made some bad mistakes. His mistakes hurt the 

church, his mistakes hurt his family, and his mistakes ended up hurting him. So, 

when all the other ministers came up, this man felt unqualified. He felt uniquely 

unqualified, maybe uniquely disqualified. But the pastor up front, he noticed this 

minister had not come up. He looked around and he said, “Where’s Frank?” He 

looked out and he searched for Frank. Finally, he saw Frank. And this pastor who 
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had been such a good shepherd to so many for such a long time, when he saw Frank 

he said, “Frank, you come up here too. You belong.” 

 

In that moment, a moment which I hope and pray is repeated time and time again 

in countless places with countless people in countless painful situations, in that 

moment the uniqueness of Simon Peter was matched with the universal love of 

Jesus Christ. And it was beautiful. And it was a blessing. So as we are invited to 

share in the Lord’s Supper on this World Communion Sunday, I hope and pray we 

would experience the beautiful blessing of knowing that we unique, each one in 

the sight of God, and that in a unique way God covers every one of us with his 

universal love, his love that is for all people. 
 


